Europan 5 - Polderweggebied Amsterdam 

city, fragment, building, unit as a carcass

At any moment in time, the city is both complete and unfinished. Unlike garden city or new town developments, which start from total visions, operations within the urban framework do not work towards a finalized scheme. Once new developments will form the context for later phases. The CITY can expand within its limits. Sites that have lost their former function contain an enormous potential: on the one hand embedded in the city's structure, yet on the other free to accommodate new use; at the same time meaningful and capable of absorbing new meaning. 

The city can be interpreted as a frame, an infrastructure in the widest sense, beyond our conventional conception of infrastructure. This infrastructure is what facilitates new use. The city is like a carcass.
Every FRAGMENT of the urban fabric can be seen as an infrastructure. The totality of use, atmosphere, street patterns and built volume creates the framework on which the future can be grafted. 

The frame remains the same, sometimes for long periods of time. At the same time the framework enables change.

For example old harbour warehouses, gas factories, breweries and other larger buildings, and even the all too familiar Amsterdam canal houses, have been occupied and converted for a new use. In many cases, this has resulted in inventive solutions - even though it is difficult to find solutions that are in balance with the original building. We have become aware of the qualities of these old carcasses. The buildings, both as physical structures and as symbols of their former functions, form a constituing part of our image of the city.
Also every BUILDING is a framework for use. An existing architectural framework can be capable of housing a variety of functions over time. However, such flexibility does not (necessarily) mean neutrality. One could design buildings from the perspective that it is exactly specificity that encourages reuse.

By now, the fact that hardly any type of use will remain forever, and hardly any use will remain unaltered, has become accepted. However, after decades of demolishing schemes (f.e. Docklands) in which the scenario only lasted until a building was taken up for use, the idea has formed that it might be a better idea to reuse these expensive frameworks. However, it is not only from the perspective of economics (by now the guiding principle for the housing corporations in the Netherlands) that this topic has acquired such importance; also the thought of the city as the carcass on which meaning and memory are grafted has given rise to our changed perception. The general conception of the built environment has changed: we no longer work from a tabula rasa, but have become aware of the importance of what exists. 

Beyond the absolute neutrality of the 60s and 70s office block, based on the concept of shifting use, the question is how one can construct buildings which can be moulded for a variety of uses, yet which at the same time are specific, have an identity. One of the qualities appreciated in the existing constructions with new use is the fact that they do not 'fit'. Often their construction is 'comprehensible': people can work on them. 

Initially the Woningwet, dating from 1901, was mainly an attempt to guarantee a minimum quality in housing. Responsabilities thus became institutionalized. By now, the minimum has been specified in a vast web of regulations and restrictions. It thereby threatens to become the standard. On the scale of the individual UNIT, the carcass concept both offers freedom and returns responsibility to the people using it. The unit can be adapted according to even the individual's changing needs.

There is nothing wrong with the thought of ensuring a certain basic level and basic infrastructure. This is not a plea for a full laissez-faire policy, nor for a pure wilde wonen. A certain basis needs to be guaranteed, which is only feasable with a certain density. However, in what we interpret as the basis we seem to have surpassed our aims. 

Some examples: we have insulated our houses, and have made our windows and doors draft-proof. Then we realized that it was unhealthy to breathe the same air. Now building regulations prescribe ventilation slits... The constant temperature throughout the contemporary Dutch house can be sickening. We can learn from the sick building syndrome: if anything, the fully regulated room is not what we want.  Spaces can be heated when in use, in winter time we can curl up near the heater.

adressing the theme

"... the challenge of this incompleteness is precisely the move from the product project to the process project, from the knowledge of a homogeneous space to the recognition of a heterogeneity of uses, spaces, etc; from the filling out of a zonal plan, to evolutive representations..." (Pascal Amphoux, p. 51) 

"Procedures have become part of both the problems and the solutions." (Nuno Portas, p. 55) 

"Complexity is not dependent on the magnitude of the intervention, rather the level of relative independence of one system to the others in the same territory." (Nuno Portas, p. 56) 

"A question being asked, more and more keenly, is that of how European towns will maintain the capacity to preserve, indeed develop, their specificities, without excluding themselves from economic development." (p. 26) 

In contemporary urban theory, it is possible to discern a ready acceptance of the idea of the autonomous, discontinuous, spontaneous development of towns, which results in a broken, fractal urban structure. However one can doubt whether it is in fact correct to speak of these developments as evolutions - which immediately leaves them unalterable. In fact, each of these developments is the result of a combination of tendencies which might in part be impossible to bend, and actual planning decisions. Contemporary theory has its own trends; defining developments as evolutionary movements is but one of them.
Society in general has indeed become more mobile. Telecommunications have certainly changed daily life. However, contacts made by means of telefax, electronic mail and the Internet are for a majority of people nothing but a complement to other ways of contact. 

On the one hand it is true that the ever-increasing 'service society' has made locality less important. We can survive when ill, without a neighbour or family member taking care of us. Anything can be delivered to the house. 

Yet at the same time there is a reappreciation of exactly the local. Even some of the larger supermarket chains have adapted their aims from a megastores structure to a smaller corner shop concept. People seem to have a certain need for locality, for the familiar.

Diversity and sameness are often parallel conditions. For decades, Dutch housing development has been very monotonous. Recently attempts have been made to realize more diversity, in projects like for example Katte(n)broek (Amersfoort). However, while with these projects a visually more diverse result might have been obtained, the housing types are no different from their predecessors. Behind the 'exciting' facades one again finds the standard solutions.

Today, diversity is a highly popular design theme. However, what this diversity consists of does not very often rise above a very shallow interpretation. Apart from the fact that the focus is often limited to the visual qualities of a built environment, diversity often seems to become to much of an aim in itself: different is better, so let's make different things. However, creating difference in every 'object', in every part of the urban fabric, ultimately leads to sameness at a different scale. 

The aim for diversity is a highly postmodern one. Against the uniformity created in modernity, a yearning for individuality occurred. By now the focus has been so much on what is different, that it might be time for us to ask ourselves what shared qualities exist. 

Of course the monotony of a large part of housing development which took place in the period before the late 80s, mainly in type and size, but in appearance too, is not something one would immediately aim for. Yet the continuity - visually and otherwise - which characterizes older urban areas is certainly a quality. 

In its core, modern urban planning is based on the separation of functions. By now the disadvantages of this guiding principle have become apparent. To start with, it is one of the causes of the enormous growth of commuter traffic. Yet much more important is the quality of the monofunctional areas which have sprung from this: the dead zones of shopping centres (where all housing has disappeared), of brain parks (not in use after six o'clock), and of suburbia (while used, life seems to be elsewhere). 

Today, mixing functions has again become acceptable. Now that most 'serious' industry has been moved to the outskirts, there is no longer a reason to further the separation of working and housing. 

The fact that the industry has been moved is also the reason why sites like the Polderweg (have) become available. 

However, 'monofunctionality' (or homogeneity) occurs on various levels. In housing, one can discern a tendency towards the construction of different quarters for different income groups. Here we find, on the one hand the 'estate with the fancy name', where CCTV systems rule, and on the other hand the 'social housing estate', where one doesn't dare to walk around alone at night. This is the true nightmare which reaches us from the US - and not the urban sprawl per se. 

"The periphery can be at the centre as well as on the outskirts of the town, in the form of exclusion zones, derelict land, and of relatively undefined areas: the non-town within the town." (Roger Perrinjaquet, p. 30) 

Yet where does this leave the city itself? Contemporary theory seems to forget the constituting urban fabric, the areas which are neither centre nor suburb. 
interpretation of the programme 

"By developing attractive plans which demonstrate the potential and social importance of developing the area the financing of the soil remediation should also be possible to organise." (p. 6) 

The plan we have developed for the Polderweggebied consists of different phases. The first phase could be realized on a fairly short term. The next phases we propose show the potential of the site, and define the different functional zones. 

Even though the next phases need not be realized in exactly this way, developing plans for the site from a wider framework, and for a larger span of time, does not only result in a more thoroughly embedded design proposal, but could also stimulate the financial injection which is necessary to make any development at the site possible. 

Our proposal includes a functional  and a spatial zoning for the entire area.

In order  to create a visual relationship with the surrounding area and thus to open up the site, the strip alzong the Ringvaart is developed as a fairly transparent zone. Here sports and leisure facilities are situated. The Oranje Vrijstaatskade is used for car acces to parking spaces and back of shops, but is otherwise a green belt and leisure zone along the Ringvaart. 

The Linneausstraat shopping area is continued onto the site, along a slow-moving traffic route which links the Linneausstraat to the tunnel under the railway track. Offices are concentrated in the area around the Polderweg, and towards the Muiderpoortstation. The Polderweg is the main acces route for car traffic.

Because of its relative height and density the strip between the Polderweg and cycle route forms a dividion of the site, thus elaborating on the character of the existing structure. 

Housing will be developed in all zones, although a high concentration is realized in the first phase area. Cars have acces to this area via the loop with two bridges. Two underground parking garages are included in the plan. One is located under the 'business square' and is accesible from the Polderweg. The other one is connected to the first phase housing.

This functional zoning partly coincides with the actual situation. For example, the Ringvaart zone already locates sports and recreational facilities now present at the site. In the phasing of our plan, the existing facilities can continue performing their function, and the zone can be developed in a gradual way. 
The first phase consists of housing, business units and/or shops, and parking space. The accent is on housing. The dierenasyl, the only existing structure at the plan location, will be developed into a cafe/restaurant, and exhibition space. As such, it forms the conclusion of the recreational green belt along the Ringvaart. 

In a second phase, the central quadrant of the site will be developed. This is the area which forms the focal point: it links the different parts of the site, and it is here the different functional zones are connected. It is the main attraction for activity. This area consists of a shopping centre, a central public space bordered by shops, a 'business square', the existing sports hall and mixed housing development. 
A next phase would focus on a further development of the functional and spatial zoning. The central ribbon - a linear, closed development in its spatial structure - is continued towards the Linneausstraat. The site opens to the Linneausstraat at several places: there is a pedestrian access in the central zone, where the shopping area continues from the Linneausstraat onto the site. Car access is located at the Polderweg, where the business development is concentrated. The Ringvaart access is a green leisure space, which at the same time gives access to the shops (loading and unloading). The recreational zone bordering the Ringvaart has a fairly transparent character, creating visual access deeper into the site. 

In a further future, the functional zoning would enable the continuation of office/business development towards the Muiderpoortstation. The accessibility of the site (railway station, tramway connection, etcetera) ensures its attractivity for offices. 

Through the incorporation of existing buildings and functions in the different phases of development of the site, activity in the area is ensured. Each phase can function autonomously. Functional diversity can be retained, while with each phase the spatial character of the different zones is made more explicit.
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